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District Mission 

We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, 
and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

Core Beliefs 
We believe that: 

 All people have inherent worth. 

 Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 

 The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 

 Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 

 All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 

 Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 

 Being trustworthy builds trust. 

 Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 

 A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 
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Philosophy 

 The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that our students deserve the best 
education, our curriculum is aligned to the most current New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and current statewide assessments.  Our scope 
and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently 
and at the university level, and acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion balancing authentic experience and content, which 
language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, 
and teachers, who are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

 To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff will continuously collaborate on this 
living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform 
our instruction.  Finally, we will continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide regulations, but 
specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 

 Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-based methods and techniques that focus on 
student achievement 

 Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the 
needs of all learners 

 Units and lessons will be differentiated  

 Curriculum is be student focused on success and balances developmental theory and psychometric standards 

 Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular growth.  Assessment will be 
multidimensional and developed according to student need.
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Content Guide 

TOPIC READING Grade 8 

Big Idea 

Authors use a variety of styles and techniques to convey viewpoints on universal themes. 

NJCCS Alignment: 3.1.A, 3.1.D, 3.1.E, 3.1.F, 3.1.F, 3.1.H 

Essential Questions Enduring Understandings 
 What strategies do readers need to interact successfully 

with the text? 

 How do readers use the clues in the text to help draw 

conclusions or make inferences? 

 How do readers use context clues in the text to generate 

meaning for an unfamiliar or a multiple meaning word? 

 How does point of view impact the story? 

 How does the author’s craft of developing character, 

setting, conflict, foreshadowing, flashback or tone 

affect the reader’s understanding of the text? 

 What main idea do the readers see running through 

multiple texts? 

 What are the characteristics of drama and how is drama 

different from other literary genres? 

 How does the author’s use of figurative language or 

sound devices expand the reader’s understanding of the 

text? 

 How can the reader predict events in a literary text 

based on cause and effect relationships? 

 How does language create images of people, events, 

places, and feelings? 

 How does reading independently for a long period of 

time increase a reader’s understanding of a text? 

 How does the reader determine the main idea in an 

informational text? 

 How do text elements such as print styles and chapter 

headings provide information to the reader? 

 How do graphic elements such as illustrations, graphs, 

charts, maps, diagrams, and graphic organizers provide 

information for the reader? 

 How do functional text features such as tables of 

contents and glossaries provide information for the 

reader? 

 How can an author intentionally present biased 

information to a reader? 

 How do propaganda techniques affect a reader’s 

understanding of an information text? 

   

 Good readers use strategies to help them understand text. 

 Good readers use strategies to monitor their decoding and 

comprehension. 

 Good readers ask questions as they read. 

 Fluent readers group words quickly to help them gain 

meaning from what they read. 

 Good readers use resources to help them figure out new 

words. 

 Strategic readers can develop, select and apply strategies 

to enhance their comprehension. 

 Good readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make 

connections to make text more personally relevant and 

useful. 

 Understanding of a text’s features, structures, and 

characteristics facilitate the reader’s ability to make 

meaning of the text. 

 Literature helps us make discoveries about ourselves. 

 Readers develop a deeper understanding of the text 

through reflection of text. 

 

 
 
 

 

AREAS OF FOCUS ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT 

 Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and 
applying knowledge of the text. 

 Monitor reading for understanding by identifying 
a purpose for reading, formulating and adjusting 
predictions, generating essential questions, and 

Activities: 

 

 Reflective readings 

 “Charles” 

 Don’t You Dare Read This, Mrs. Dunphrey 
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relating new learning to background experiences. 

 Develop an extended vocabulary through 
listening and exposure to a variety of texts and 
independent reading. 

 Locate and analyze plot elements. 

 Employ complex text guides to understand 
different text structure and organizational 
patterns. 

 Differentiate between fact/opinion and bias and 
propaganda in a variety of texts. 

 Compare and analyze the various works of writers 
through an author study. 

 Analyze ideas and recurring themes found in text 

 Identify and analyze literary techniques and 
elements, such as figurative language, meter, 
rhetorical and stylistic features of text. 

 Of Mice and Men 

 The Pearl 

 Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl 

 “Flowers for Algernon” 

 “Drummer Boy of Shiloh” 

 “Harriet Tubman – Guide to Freedom” 

 “Mother to Son” 

 Civil Rights authentic readings 

 The Help 

 American Reading Company – independent reading 
Levels Bronze, Silver, Gold 

 Vocabulary Development – mental models, 
Vocabulary Workshop, Word Masters Challenge 

 Character T shirt 

 Open-ended responses to Literature 

 80s Theme Collage 

 Bio Poem 

 Mural for The Pearl 

 Anne Frank Response Log 

 FFA Reader Response Log 

 Facebook Template 

 

Assessments: 

 

 Pre and post DRA testing 

 Class participation 

 Teacher Observation 

 Exit Questions 

 Sectional Quizzes/Final Projects 

 Individual Work/Projects 

 Student Conferences 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Group Projects 

 Oral Presentations 
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TOPIC WRITING 8
th

 grade 

Big Idea 

Effective writers will use a variety of writing forms dependent upon their purposes and audience. 

NJCCS Alignment: 3.1.G, 3.1.H, 3.2.A, 3.2.B, 3.2.C, 3.2.D 

Essential Questions Enduring Understanding 

 

 What strategies do good writers use? 

 How does the writing process refine skills, 

increase confidence and shape insight? 

 How can writers use the writing traits to 

improve writing? 

 How will the correct use of grammatical 

conventions (main and subordinate clauses, 

indefinite pronouns, pronoun-antecedent 

agreement, consistent verb tenses, parallel 

structure) improve writing? 

 How do writers communicate purposefully 

and clearly with various audiences? 

 How does a writer create a brochure, 

pamphlet, or report with language appropriate 

for a specific audience? 

 What techniques could be used to persuade a 

reader? 

 How does the writer create a narrative with a 

consistent point of view and a fully developed 

plot? 

 How do descriptions with precise language 

and vivid details enhance writing? 

 How can a writer present information 

gathered from a variety of sources in one final 

product? 

 How do the writers document the source of 

information gathered? 

 How can voice be developed to attract the 

reader? 

 How does a writer make thinking visible and 

clarify understanding? 

 What collaborative writing skills are 

necessary to prepare for workplace writing? 

 How does revising and editing strengthen 

ideas, organization, voice, word choice 

sentence fluency and conventions? 

 

 

 

 Successful writers communicate ideas 

effectively. 

 Writers help us discover the power and beauty 

of language. 

 Good writing follows basic conventions of 

language. 

 Audience appropriate, precise and interesting 

word choices powerfully affect writing. 

 Strong writing is organized from start to finish. 

 Using digital media effectively can enhance 

findings, reasoning, and evidence. 

 Good writing strategies produce coherent 

paragraphs, open-ended responses, speculative 

and persuasive essays. 

 Multiple points of view create alternative 

solutions. 

 The presentation and formatting of writing 

helps to extend the understanding of the 

message. 

 Writing is a process that uses skills, strategies 

and revising and editing a variety of texts. 
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AREAS OF FOCUS ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT 

  

 

 Create a written product that conveys a clear 

message through its visual presentation. 

 Examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information through informative and 

explanatory texts. 

 Clarify relationships among ideas and 

concepts through appropriate transitions. 

 Produce clear and coherent writing in which 

development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to purpose and audience. 

 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. 

 Develop the use of personal style and voice 

effectively to support the purpose and engage 

the audience. 

 Draw evidence from literary or informational 

texts to support analysis, reflection and 

research. 

 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of 

a time, place, or character and a historical 

account of the same period. 

 Evaluate the argument and specific claims in 

a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 

sound and the evidence is relevant and 

sufficient to support the claims. 

 

 

Activities: 

 

 Writers Workshop 

 Open-ended responses – Cherokee Indians, 

Sacajawea Biography, Weather and Westward 

Expansion, novels 

 Literary Analysis – Of Mice and Men and The 

Pearl 

 Persuasive Writing – Westward Expansion, 

cell-phone use in school, Hate Speech on Social 

Networking sites: How much is too much?, 

John Brown – Hero or Fanatic?, Black 

Domestics – Servant or Free? 

 “We Remember” Eulogy Project – research and 

MLA documentation 

 Who Am I? 

 

Assessments: 

 

 Brainstorming 

 Teacher Observation 

 Conferencing 

 Peer-editing 

 Individual Work 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Presentations 
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TOPIC SPEAKING 8
th

 Grade 

BIG IDEA 

Effective listening and speaking are essential for productive communication. 

NJCCS Alignment: 3.3.A, 3.3.B, 3.3.C, 3.3.D 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS 

 

 How can discussion increase the knowledge 

and understanding of ideas? 

 What skills are necessary to give and seek 

information in conversations, in group 

discussions, and in oral presentations? 

 How do speakers express their thoughts and 

feelings effectively? 

 How does a speaker communicate so others 

will listen and understand the message? 

 How can student evaluate others’ findings, 

and when warranted, justify own viewpoints? 

 How can speaker effectively complete an oral 

presentation incorporating multimedia? 

 

 People communicate through speaking. 

 Oral discussion helps to build connections to 

others and create opportunities for learning. 

 Questioning and contributing to help speakers 

convey their message, explore issues, and 

clarify thinking. 

 Listening and responding to what we hear 

develops our understanding and knowledge. 

 Through listening and speaking students will 

become clear and effective communicators. 

 A speaker’s choice of words and style set a tone 

and define the message. 

 A speaker selects a form and organizational 

pattern based on the audience and purpose. 

 The purpose of different media is to influence 

and enhance students’ thinking in different 

ways. 

AREAS OF FOCUS ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT 

  

 Develop and deliver oral presentations in 

groups and individually. 

 Engage in collaborative activities through a 

variety of student groupings to gather, share, 

interpret opinions, organize and present 

information. 

 Contribute to content area discussions by 

asking and responding to questions, 

paraphrasing, justifying, examining and 

defending point of view. 

 Deliver presentations/reports that include 

purpose, point of view, introduction, 

transitions and conclusions. 

 Engage in effective collaborative discussions 

with diverse partners on a variety of topics, 

texts, and issues. 

 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 

Activities: 

 

 Bill of Rights – group activity 

 Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? 

 Oral Interpretation of Terezin poems 

 Resistance During the Holocaust 

 Judenrate Debate 

 DBQ – group activity 

 Historical Scene Investigation – group activity 

 

Assessment: 

 Peer conferences 

 Teacher conferences 

 Self evaluation 

 Rubrics 
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presentations to clarify information, 

strengthen claims and evidence and add 

interest. 

 Generate questions appropriate to the topic in 

order to move the discussion forward. 

 Identify speaker’s arguments and supporting 

evidence.   

 Evaluate the soundness of the speaker’s 

reasoning using a rubric. 

 Evaluate the relevance of the speaker’s 

evidence using a rubric. 

 Respond critically to text ideas and the 

author’s craft by using textual evidence to 

support interpretations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


